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In the last couple of years, we have seen a growing interest in the Lisp program-
ming language and its various dialects, including Common Lisp, Scheme, ISLISP,
Dylan, and so on. Several user group meetings, workshops and conferences have
been organized in recent years, with great success. Especially in Europe, but also
elsewhere, Lisp is gaining momentum.

With the European Lisp Symposium, we aim to start a series of annual
events that is especially suitable for novel research results, but also for insights
and lessons learned from practical applications and education perspectives, all
involving Lisp dialects. The first symposium was organized in Bordeaux, France,
on May 22 and 23, 2008. For this symposium, we have received 15 submissions,
and after a careful review process, the program committee selected seven of them
for presentation at the main track of the symposium. Furthermore, we have re-
ceived seven additional submissions for a work-in-progress track, which describe
ongoing work that is not ready for publication yet. Those work-in-progress pa-
pers were discussed at the symposium using a writers workshop format for giving
feedback to the authors in a dedicated session.

The program committee considered six of the of the papers presented at the
main track of the symposium worthy of being invited for a journal publication.
Their authors submitted extended versions of these papers, and after another
thorough review process with additional reviewers, they have indeed reached the
necessary level of quality and maturity.

This special issue contains these papers. I am very grateful to the program
committee of the original symposium and to the reviewers for this special issue,
who have both volunteered to spend a considerable amount of their time to
ensure a successful effort.

The success of the 1st European Lisp Symposium was only possible because
of the great efforts of many people. I would especially like to thank the local
organizer Robert Strandh for providing the facilities of the University of Bor-
deaux 1 and the local organization team for taking care of the many important
details that are necessary to run such an event.

Pascal Costanza
Brussels, November 2008
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